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United States Department of Agriculture FIE 0 7 2004&
Food and Nutrition Service

Southwest Region

Reply to
Attn of:  SWFS-300

Subject: Arkansas Department of Human Services (ADHS) Waiver 980013 - Able-Bodied Adult
Without Dependents (ABAWD)
To:
Art Foley, Director
Program Development Division

Attached is a copy of a waiver extension request from ADHS which would grant the State
permission to waive the employment and training (E&T) work requirement for ABAWD in
areas classified by the Department of Labor surplus, and in areas where unemployment rates
are at least 20% above the national average. We recommend that this waiver be approved. Our
recommendation is based on the fact that waiving E&T work requirements in these areas could
help increase program participation in areas where it is unlikely that ABAWDs would be able
to find jobs. '

If you have any questions, please contact Anne Snell at (214) 290-9900.

ESTHER PHILLIPS
egional Director

Foods Stamp Program

Attachment

FORM FCS-605 (3-96) 1100 Commerce Street W Dallas, TX 75242-1005
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January 5, 2001 ? 2

Ms. Esther Phﬂhps, Reglonal Dlrector,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food and \
1100 Commercé Street, Roum 3-
Dallas, Texas 75242-1005 '
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SUBJ: Food Stamp Px:qgtam nsmn Request 980013
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Dear Ms, Phllhps '

Attached is a request to extend waiver f 980013 which grants the State permission to
waive the work requirement for able-ﬁddxed..adults without dependent children (ABAWDs) in
areas classified by the Department of ta ;

the work requirémént-for ABAWDS: lwmg m axeas where unemployment rates are at least 20%
over the natxonal average R -

‘“,: Ch

If you have quesuons or need addmonal mformauon abou:t thls waiver request, please contact

Georgia Gllkey, Manager, Food Stamp PJ gram

Thank you.
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Sandra Miller " "~ 7
Assistant Dxrector o
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Date of Request:.

Type of Request: Extensmn LR

Waiver Number: . 980013

State: - """ Arkansas | y
Region: Southwest %

Regulatory Cxtatlon. Secuon 6(0) of the Food Staxr 2P Act as amended by Section 824 of the
Personal Respons1b111ty and Work Opsortumty I{econcxhauon Act of 1996 (P.L. 104-193)
commonly known as PRWORA

Regulatory Requirements' Unde‘r‘%g %ﬁéﬁf §24"ofJ;PRWORA, any able-bodied, non-exempt

individual betweer the ages of 18 df¢ 50 ‘shall be ineligible to participate in the Food Stamp
Program as a member of any household 1f during a designated thirty-six month period, the
individual received food stamp benefits for any three months during which he or she did not
work for 20 hours or more per week or participate in and corply with a work program as defined
under PRWORA Tlus is commonly known—-as,the ABAWD requxrement.

Proposed Alternatwe Procedures- Arkansas; prcposes to exempt from tlus requirement
individuals who live in areas idéntified a§ labor surplus by the Assistant Secretary of Labor for
the period October 1 2000 through September 30 2001 under P.L. 96-302.

In Arkansas, the labor surplus areas for

il ?enod October 1, 2000 through September 30, 2001
are: 2 d

2. Boone County

3. Bradley Cgﬁnty

5, Chicot County

6. Clay County. :-

['7:1Cleveland County

8. Columbia County

9, Conway, Countx 1110: Cross County : . 11. Dallas County

12. Desha, Qounty 13 -Drew.County .. 14. Hempstead County
15. Jackson.Coxmty . '16. Jefferson County .. | 17. Lafayette County
18. Lawrencc;Countz' ~ . | 19:-LeeCounty. . 20. Lincoln County

21, Little River County .

22, Miississippi County

23. Monroe County

24. Nevada County -~ .

. | 25. Newton.County

26, Ouachita County

27, Perry County |

ng.

-z:f.;.'(:28} Phillips County '

29. Poinsett County

30. Prairie County..”. .= .

"} 31} Randolph County

32. Searcy County

33. St Francis County .~

'-|'34. Union CountX

35. Van Buren County

sofas RE o oik

36. Woodruff County _
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Arkansas also pmposés to exempt from this requirement areas with an average unemployment
rate at least one-fifth above the nation. The following table indicates the counties for which a
wajver is sought and the unemployment rates for those counties.

The following codes are used to mdlcate the basxs under which the area may qualify for a waiver:
C Indxcates that the area bad an uremployment rate of more that 20 percent above the
natiopal averagé-for the calendaracears 1199B and 1999.

F Indicates that the area had a unemployment rae of more than 20 percent above the
nauonal averabe i‘or federal ﬁsczal years 1 999 and 2000.

CF  Indicates that the area yowd quhhfy for a wmver under data from either of these two

menty-fom month penods
AREA Unemplog{r‘m nt | Unemployment Basis Under Which Area
e Rate CONT O Rate May Qualify for a

P mam v e

o Calenda( Y e'alrf Fiscal Year Waiver”
v ETEL ) fo08 1990 - Y 190922000

1. ArkansasCounty,  15.5% . (/.  15.1% CF
2. Greepe County .. = |52% . [49% C
3. HotSpringCounty | 82%. ..0. . 146% C
4. City of Hot Springs _ - 5.% m«ﬂ;}' v .53% CF
5. Howard County 5.6%. . i 151% CF
6. Izard County, . - j96%,. _CLM ~i | 4.5% C
7. City of Jacksonville . |:5:9%: ... J.i 7 154% CF
8. Logan County - 58% i1 14.9% C
9. CF

Sharp Gﬂ“ﬂty‘é‘ AL Lk 5 6&4 Ry ,:m ol 5.4%
The mforr/néhon uséci toﬁ compxle tl:us waiver request was provided by the Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities, 820 First Street; NE, Suite 510, Washmgton, DC 20002. A copy of the

pertinent parts of the document is aftached. © |

LAY .

Justlﬁcatmn This ‘Wwaiver 1sf_€quested ‘ander Sectxon 824(&) of P.L.. 104-193, which gives the
Secretary the_" uthonty to grant‘a wawer_ of 7 U S C 2015(0)(4)

jon of this waiver will allow individuals living in economically
afinie pamcxpatmg in the Food Stamp Program. Food assistance
T 1’s a basxc buthait: xteed it Shoild not be reduced or terminated if certain household
"“'“"members, through‘?nu fault of theu own, cannot locate gainful employment.
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B. State Agency Operations: Extension of tb.xs waiver will provide for more efficient

operation of the Food Stamp Program by allowing the State 1o use its 2001 allocation

of ABAWD exemptions in the remainder of the State.
" Caseload Informition: As of October 2000, our caseload was 99,694 cases. In the counties for

which the waivers are requested, our caseload wes 52,140 cases. This is 52.3% of our total
caseload. '

Yoy

Anticipated Iui&é%éﬁtsﬁon Date: Wewould like to ';implemem this waiver upon its approval.
‘Time Period for Which Waiver is Needed We request that this waiver be approved
indefinitely with the Smte submtmng an amxudl st of countxes for wlnch anew waiver is being
requested. ST F -

Proposed Quallty Control Keview Pro»eduras, No. specxax QC procedures are mdlcated.
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LABOR SURPLUS AREAS N
oc*roasn 1, 2000 THROUGH SEFTEMBER ao zom
ELIGIBLE LABOR SURPLUS AREAS - CIVIL JURISDICTIONS INCLUDED
ARIZONA (CONTD) - sz & p oo
BALANCE OF YUMA COUNTY . ~ YUMA COUNTY LESS
S s PYUMACITY:
ARKANSAS
ol Pt D eE s g o
ASHLEY COUNTY - i ouw e \mgs . - ASHLEY COUNTY
BOONECOUNTY .." = 7 . " armp . BOONE COUNTY
BRADLEY COUNTY ;7 tmr  F e A2 BT BRADLEY COUNTY
CALHOUN COUNTY = i1t © - - CALHOUN COUNTY
CHICOT COUNTY i 5, .3E % Y £ “CHICOT COUNTY
CLAY COUNTY s {2 .. . CLAY COUNTY
CLEVELAND COUNTY. ~ i C g7 7L, . CLEVELAND COUNTY
COLUMBIA COUNTY ,_;‘,/ ' " COLUMBIA COUNTY
CONWAY COUNTY i CONWAY COUNTY
CROSS COUNTY - i ~ CROSS COUNTY
DALLAS COUNTY (il ¥ " /DALLAS COUNTY
DESHA COUNTY L © ' /DESHA COUNTY
OREW COUNTY ~ ~ ; _ DREW COUNTY
HEMPSTEAD coum'v |  HEMPSTEAD COUNTY
JACKSON COUNTY- F1:1. N JACKSON COUNTY
BALANCE OF JEFFERSON COUNTY SRS JEFFERSON COUNTY LESS
PINE BLUFF CITY

LAFAYETTE COUNTY ~ LAFAYETTE COUNTY
LAWRENCE COUNTY. 2} LAWRENCE COUNTY
LEECOUNTY " [EE COUNTY
LINCOLN COUNTY .;;.,. 8 .7 LINCOLN COUNTY
LITTLE RIVER COUNTY ** \ “ CLITTLE RIVER COUNTY
MISSISSIPPICOUNTY SN ~ "MISSISSIPPI COUNTY
MONROE COUNTY: - , o \ © . ' MONROE COUNTY
NEVADA COUNTY s R ~ NEVADA COUNTY
NEWTON COUNTY i) " NEWTON COUNTY
OUACHITA COUNTY A .. OUACHITA COUNTY
PERRY COUNTY Do " PERRY COUNTY
PHILLIPS COUNTY | S 'PHILLIPS COUNTY
PINE BLUFF CITY o PINE BLUFF CITY IN

SRk ‘ ~ JEFFERSON COUNTY
POINSETT COUNTY - _ P POINSETT COUNTY
PRAIRIE COUNTY 371"« ro PRAIRIE COUNTY
RANDOLPH COUNTY , - RANDOLPH COUNTY
SEARCY COUNTY Sl enteo . SEARCY COUNTY

(CONTINUED) SRR L Page 3.
'»v ) ¢ : ’
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. LABORSURPLUS AREAS D -
OCTGBER 12000 THROUGH SEFTEMBER 30, 2001

COVIL JURISDICTIONS INCLUDED

ELIGIBLE LABOR SURPLUS AREAS

ARKANSAS (com*o)

ST. FRANCIS COUNTY . ™' "«

UNION COUNTY
VAN BUREN COUNTY
WOGDRUFF COUNTY

CALIFORNIA T

ALPINE COUNTY *©
AZUSA CITY

BAKERSFIELD CITY ...

BALDWIN PARK CITY
BANNING CITY

BELL CITY .
BELL GARDENS crrY

. BRI .
A .

BALANCE OF auwé?&qﬁjv

¥

R AEV NN

CALAVERAS COUNTY' ', =

CALEXICO CITY

CARSONCITY %7 e
ceRescITY

CHICO CITY

CLOVIS CITY

COLTON cm'

COLUSA coum'v

COMPTON CITY AR

DEL NORTE courm'
(CONT!NL!ED)

-

ey

~__,.4._/...
i

¢ ST. FRANCIS COUNTY

"UNION COUNTY

I VAN BUREN COUNTY
i }WOODRUFF COUNTY

i_fj :‘ 'ALPINE COUNTY

"AZUSA CITY IN
.LOS ANGELES COUNTY
BAKERSFIELD CITYIN
KERN COUNTY
" BALDWIN PARK CITY IN

“ LOS ANGELES COUNTY

- _BANNING CITY IN
'RNERSIDE COUNTY
BELL CI‘W IN

v LOS ANGELES COUNTY

+" BELL GARDENS CITY IN
. LOS ANGELES COUNTY
7 BUTTE COUNTY LESS

. .CH!CO cITY

PARADISE CITY

=====

CALAVERAS COUNTY
CALEXICO CITY IN

. ¢ " IMPERIAL COUNTY
.-, - CARSON CITY IN
' LOS ANGELES COUNTY

© CERES CITY IN
STANISLAUS COUNTY
CHICO CITY IN

. BUTTE COUNTY

© CLOVIS CITY IN
.FRESNO COUNTY
_,COLTON CITY IN

" “"'SAN BERNARDING COUNTY

COLUSA COUNTY
“COMPTON CITY IN
"LOS ANGELES COUNTY
* DEL NORTE COUNTY
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ARKANSAS AREAS WITH UNEMPLOYMENT 20% OVER THE NATIONAL AVERAGE

| Unampibyrﬁent. ‘Unemployment

N’ ‘ Rate
AREA Yoo 0 3T GY'1998-1999
ARKANSAS COUNTY, AR u‘ - 85%
ASHLEY COUNTY, AR V/ - 2 87%
BOONE-SEARCY-NEWTON, AR LMA , 6.8%
BOONE COUNTY, AR V . :-B.5%
BRADLEY COUNTY,ARV" o 10.5%
CALHOUN COUNTY, ARV ST 10.0%
CHICOT COUNTY, AR ./~ | RN 0.3%.
CLAY COUNTY,AR |/ .. S ‘~e 6%
CLEVELAND COUNTY, AR" s/ X950 5 6.0%
COLUMBIA COUNTY, AR ~ C elen

CONWAY COUNTY, AR / T R, a%_ |

CROSS COUNTY. AR
DALLAS COUNTY, AR\4.
DESHA COUNTY, AR |
DREW COUNTY, AR
EL DORADO CITY, AR /
GREENE COUNTY, AR
HEMPSTEAD-NEVADA, AR LM
HEMRSTEAD COUNTY, AR
HOT SPRING COUNTY, AR v/
HOT SPRINGS CITY, AR v
HOWARD-PIKE, AR LMA
 \WARD COUNTY.AR v
\DEPENDENCE/SHARP. AR LMA
IZARD COUNTY, AR v%.
JACKSON COUNTY, ARV
JACKSONVILLE GITY. ARV
JEFFERSON COUNTY, ARV
LAFAYETTE COUNTY, ARV,
LAWRENCE COUNTY. AR ¥~
LEE COUNTY, ARV o n
LINCOLN COUNTY, AR ¥
LITTLE RIVER COUNTY, AR
LOGAN COUNTY, AR Vv~
MISSISSIPPI COUNTY, AR V
MONROE COUNTY, AR
NEVADA COUNTY, AR/~
NEWTON COUNTY; AR V"
OUACHITA-DALLAS-CALHO AR LMA
OUAGCHITA COUNTY, AR V L
PERRY COUNTY, AR s/ -
PHILLIPS COUNTY, ARV
PINE BLUFF CITY, AR’ /
POINSETT COUNTY, AR /

AN

;“-:' g“,,, I IR

\\

LA

PRAIRIE COUNTY, AR L/t Lk
RANDOLPH COUNTY, AR * g T ams
SEARCY COUNTY. AR / '

o ey t"-

~~~~~~~~~
PER TN

Rate

' FY. 1999-2000

5.1%
w.1.8%
5.6%
5.3%
8.8%
9.0%
'8.1%
-8.3%
5.4%
6.1%
7.3%
6.3%
1.9%
"10.1%
. 6.8%
- 6.2%
4.9%
5.7%

. 5.8%
4.6%
5.3%
5.0%
5.1%
5.0%
4.5%
8.7%
5.4%
7.4%
7.5%
6.7%
7.7%
5.1%
5.8%
4.9%
10.6%
8.8%
5.9%
5.8%
8.6%
8.8%
6.6%
7.5%
8.3%
5.9%
5.6%

- 6.8%
7.0%

Periods 20%
over national

avsrage
CF

CF

CF

CF

.CF

CF



Periods 20%
Rate over national
FY 1599-2000 average
5.4% CF

8.8% CF

5.7% CF

5.8% CF

10.1% CF

N’
AREA '
SHARP COUNTY, AR 51
ST FRANCIS COUNTY, AR{/"
UNION COUNTY, AR ¢/ / .,rf:
VAN BUREN COUNTY, AR /
WOODRUFF COUNTY, AR
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